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North Carolina, South Carolina, North Georgia, and
Alabama, results that I feel assured would ere long
flow from the movement I allude to."

General McClellan concluded by saying that, as
Halleck would not be able to make the movement
up the Cumberland and Tennessee rivers at present,
Buell might make an advance into East Tennessee
without waiting for that.

Nothing shows more clearly the imaginative side
of McClellan's mind, and his absolute inability to
take any interest in or bestow any careful thought
upon any subject that did not appeal to his imagina-
tion, than this curious letter. To the problem of
making an advance into East Tennessee, over roads
wellnigh impassable in winter, with the communica-
tions of the invading column exposed for almost the
entire distance to the attacks of an enemy holding
Columbus, Bowling Green, and Nashville, and hav-
ing railway connections between all three places,
General McClellan had evidently given no attention
at all. Nor, again, had he given a thought to the
enormous prestige which would be won for the
Union cause if Johnston's line should be forced at
Forts Henry and Donelson, and he himself be com-
pelled precipitately to abandon Bowling Green, and
even Nashville, the capital of the State of Tennessee.
Such a success as this, entailing, as it was sure to do,
the evacuation of Columbus and other strong points
on the Mississippi, was certain to encourage Union
men not only in East Tennessee, but everywhere.
Moreover, aline of communication by rail from Louis-
ville would, by the success of Basil's plan, be ren-